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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE REV. ISAAC WATTS, D.D. 


From the Protestant Dissenter’s Magazine. 


AS the world has long been 
in possession of memoirs of this 
great and good man, in which 
every particular concerning him, 
which curiosity, respect, and 
friendship could collect, have 
been laid before it, a shorter ac- 
count, of him is here given than 
would otherwise be due to such 
uncommon excellence of charac- 
ter. 

Dr. Isaac Watts was born 
at Southampton, July 17, 1674. 
His inclination for learning very 
early appeared. He began to 
learn Latin at four years old, in 
the knowledge of which, as well 
as the Greek language, he made 
a very rapid progress, under the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Pinhorne, 
a clergyman of the establish- 
ment. It appears in an elegant 
Latin ode, addressed by the Doc- 
tor to this gentleman, that under 
him he also studied Hebrew. He 
had an offer of education at one 
of our Universities, but he de- 
clined it saying, ** he determined 
to take his lot among the Dissent- 


ers.”? To a foundation thus solid. 
ly laid, Mr. Watts added the 
most exemplary and. indefatiga- 
ble attention to his academical 
studies,* which he began in the 
year 1690, under the Rev. Thom- 
as Rowe, and in 1693, the 19th 
year of his age, he joined the 
church which was under the care 
of his tutor, asa communicant. 
The rich treasures of various and 
extensive knowledge which he 
opened to the world, not many 
years after the close of his acad- 
emical career, are the best proofs 
that can be given, both of the 
diligence and ability with which 
he applied to his studies. A vol. 
ume, in the Doétor’s own hand 
writing, which was not long ago 
in the possession of the late Dr. 
Gibbons, containing not less than 
tventy-two Latin dissertations, 
upon curious and important sub- 





* The companions of his studies 
were Mr. Josiah Hort, afterwards 
bishop of Tuam, in Ireland, who died 
in 1751. Mr. John Hughes, the po- 
et; and the Rev. Samuel Say. 


G 













































































50 Sketch of the Life of Kev. Dr. Vatts. 


jects which were evidently his 
college exercises, is a further 
proof of the truth of this remark, 
that Mr. Watts’ academical hours 
were not idly spent. 
English dissertations in the same 
volume, it appears to have been 
a practice with the Doctor and 
his fellow students, to devote 
part of the Saturday to religious 
conversation and exercises, an 
example which we earnestly wish 
candidates for the ministry in all 
our seminaries of learning would 
follow. 

After his studies in the acade- 
my were finished, Mr. Watts, at 
the age of twenty years, returned 
to his father’s house at South- 
ampton, where he spent two 
years in reading, meditation, and 
prayer. It was during this pe- 
riod that he composed far the 
greater part of his Hymns. Ma- 
ny of his Lyrics were written 
when he was only twenty years 
old, and some of them before 
that time. The Hymns, in the 
form and number we now have 
them, appeared for the first time, 
in 1709; but the Psalms, a work 
which bears evident marks of a 
maturer judgment, was not print- 
ed till ten years afterwards. The 
Songs for Children, the Hymns 
affixed to several of his Sermons, 
and the poetical pieces, which, 
are inserted in the Reliquiz Ju- 
veniles, and Remnants of Time 


_employed in Prose'and Verse, 


all manifest so many of the beau- 
ties of poetry, united with the 
graces of piety, that itis no won- 
der they have been, and are still 
so universally the delight of ele- 
gant and good minds. While 
his Lyrics prove, beyond con- 
troversy, that_ he was capable of 
the noblest flights of the Muse, 


By two. 
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his Psalms and Hymns, and es- 
pecially his Songs for Children, 


‘will remain a glorious proof of 


that genuine greatness of soul, 
which led him to prefer useful- 
ness to applause, to sacrifice 
some of the graces of composi- 
tion, that he might edify and 
comfort less cultivated minds. 
It ought, however, to be observ- 
ed, he has done even this like 
himself. Personating an angel, 
or assuming the tongue of an in- 
fant, it is still Watts. 

Having spent two years thus 
piously and usefully at his fa- 
ther’s house, Mr. Watts was in- 
vited by Sir John Hartopp, to 
reside in his family, at Stoke 
Newington, near London, as 
tutor to his son. In this situa- 
tion he continued five years, and 
by’ his behavior and abilities, 
laid the foundation of that cor- 
dial friendship betwixt his pupil 
and himself, which was termina- 
ted only by his death. 

On his birth-day, 1698, be- 
ing twenty-four years of age, 
this eminent servant of Jesus,. 
publicly appeared as an ambas- 
sador from his Lord. The same 
year he was chosén assistant to 
Dr. Isaac Chauncy, pastor of the 
church then meeting in Mark- 
lane, London. He had always 
a delicate constitution, and the 
zeal and fervor with which he 
began a service, in which his 
whole soul delighted, is suppos- 
ed to have brought on a threat- 
ening illness of five months, 
which, almost at the outset, sus- 


pended his useful and acceptable 


labors. On the day on which 
King William died, March 8, 
1701-2, he accepted the call of 
the church to succeed Dr. Chaun- 
cy in the pastoral office. He 
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was ordained the 18th of the 
same month. A painful illness 
- soon laid him aside for a‘consid- 
erable time, and the chugehfound 
it necessary to provide him with 
a stated assistant. gy The Rev. 
Samuel Price was chosen to that 
service in July, 1703. Notwith- 
standing the help thus afforded 
him, the Doctor’s health contin- 
ued fluctuating for some years. 
With the return of “it, his dili- 
gence in every part of his office 
returned also. His hea sin 
his work, and both from t 
pit and in the parlow, he:deli 







ed and edified his fidek. é 


In the month of September, 
1712, this season of usefulness 
and joy was alarmingly inter. 
rupted; the Doctor was seized 
with a fever, which shook his 
constitution so deeply, as to 
leave a weakness upon his nerves, 
which he felt more or less to the 
end of his life. It was Octeber, 
1716, more than four years af- 
terwards, before he was able to 
resume his public services; and 
in the mean time, upon his ear- 
nest recommendation and desire, 
his assistant, Mr. Price, was 
chosen by the church to be co- 
pastor with him : to this office he 
was ordained March 3, 1713. 

This long interval of sickness, 
was on several accounts a very 
distressing season; but by the 
Divine blessing, it was in one 
respect made the happiest era of 
the Doctor’s life. It was the 
means of his introduction inte 
the family of Sir Thomas Abney, 
knight and alderman of London, 
who, with the most generous 
friendship, took him, in a very 
languishing state of health, to 
his own house, where he was lib- 
erally supplied with every thing 
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which could contribute to his 
convenience and pleasure to the 
end of his days, a period of no 
less than thirty-six years. ‘Tho’ 
Sir Thomas was removed from 
éur world many years before the 
Doctor, yet Lady Abney, and 
her respectable daughters, contin- 
ued to shew him every mark of 
tenderness and respe&: her la- 
dyship survived him one year. 
The youngest daughter, Miss 
Elizabeth Abney, who continued 
to reside in the house at Newing- 
ton, died in the year 1782. 

In this delightful and religious 
retreat, for such was the house of 
the Abneys of Newington, Dr. 
Watts had every accommodation 
which affection and respeé& could 
bestow for his comfort, and every 
convenience for study or relaxa- 
tion, for which his own mind 
could wish. The time he passed 
here, which was almost half his 
life, though frequently checkered 
with bodily infirmities, was a 
season of eminent usefulness to 
the church and the world ; he 
could not indeed appear so fre- 
quently as his aétive and pious 
spirit wished in the pulpit, but 
the many sermons, and other 
works which he composed while 
in this hospitable abode, are an 
ample proof that he was a dili- 
gent and faithful laborer in his 
master’s vineyard. 

Dr. Jennings, in his funeral 
sermon for him says, “ I ques. 
tion whether any author before 
Dr. Watts, ever appeared with 
reputation on such a variety of 
subjects as he has done, beth as 
a prose writer and poet. How- 
ever, this I may venture to say, 
that there is no man now liying, 
of whose works so many have 


been diffused at home and abrOad, 
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which are in such constant use, 
and translated into such a varie- 
ty of languages ; many of which, 
I doubt not, will remain more 
durable monuments of his great 
talents, than any representation I 
can make of them, though it were 
to be graven on pillars of brass.” 
Indeed he himself says in one of 
his letters in his usual spirit of 
humility, “I almost blush to 
think that I have read so little 
and written so much; the re- 
mainder of my life shail be more 
entirely devoted to the immedi- 
ate and direct labors of my sta- 
tion.” 

The lives of studious men are 
seldom produétive of many such 
events as the biographer will 
think sufficiently interesting to 
lay before the public: this re- 
mark fully applies to the life of 
Dr. Watts: his long abode at 
Newington was an even day of 
usefulness, comfort, and honor. 
Is it at all wonderful that such a 
sun set with a mild, benevolent 
glory ? ** He saw,” says Dr. 
Gibbons, from whose memoirs 
of him this sketch is principally 
drawn up, “ his approaching 
dissolution with a mind perfea- 
ly calm and composed, and with- 
out the least alarm or dismay ; 
and I could never discover, tho’ 
1 was frequently with him, the 
least sl.adow of a doubt as to his 
future everlasting happiness, or 
any thing that looked like an un- 
willingness to die.””——“ I have 
heard him, upon leaving the fam- 
ily after supper, declare with the 
sweetest composure, ‘ that if his 
Master were to say to him he had 
no more work for him to do, he 
should be glad to be dismissed 
that night.’ I visited the Doc- 
tor"6n his death-bed, where 1 
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found him exceedingly weak and 
low, the lamp of life very feebly 
glimmering in its last decay, but 
he was still in the perfeét pos- 
session of hisunderstanding. He 
told me in answer to my inquiry 
whether he had any pain in his 
body, that he had none, and ac- 
knowledged it aS a great mercy. 


To my second question, how it ~ 


was with his soul, whether all 
was comfortable there, he repli- 
ed it was, and confessed it to be a 
great mercy.” 

Mr. Joseph Parker, a person 
of most respectable . character, 
and the Doétor’s amanuensis for 
about twenty-one years, ina let- 
ter to his brother at Southamp- 
ton, Nov. 26, 1748, gives the 
following account of his decease : 
“ At length the fatal news is 
come. The spirit of the good 
man, my dear master took its 
flight from the body, to worlds 
unseen and joys unknown, yester- 
day in the afternoon, without a 
struggle or a groan.” Thus 
did this great and good man, af- 
ter aneminently holy and useful 
life, sweetly fall asleep in Jesus, 
“« May I not,” says his biogra. 
pher, whom we have before quo- 
ted, ‘apply his delightful des. 
rindi of a saint launching into 
eternity, to the Doctor himself :” 


*«* Thus Watts’ soul. forsakes this 
mortal strand 

Fearless, when the great Master gives 
command : 

Death is the storm, he smiles to hear 
it roar, 

And bids the tempest waft her from 
the shore ; 

Then with a skilful helm she sweeps 
the seas, 

And manages the raging storm with 
ease : 





* Lyric Poems, Book \- 








7809.] 


Wer faith can govern death ; she 
spreads her wings 
Wide to the wind, and as she sails 
S.she sings, 
And loSes by degrees the sight of mor- 
‘ tal things. 
As the shores lessen, so her joys a- 
rise, 
The waves roll gentler, and the tem- 
.. Pest dies : 
Now vast eternity fills all her sight, 
She floats on the broad deep with in- 


finite&lgighr, 


The seas for ever calm, the skies for 
— brighg”’ 


De Gibbons, with a laudable 
zeal for truth and friendghip;‘has, 
in-some notes in this part of his 
memoirs, vindicated Dr. Watts 
from the stigma whith some per- 
sons have endeavored to fix on 
his memory ; we think it but jus- 
tice to subjoin one of them to 
this sketch: ‘ Reports have been 
raised, ‘propagated, and cyrrent- 
ly believed concerniig the Doc- 
tor, that he has imdt%ined such 
things concerning himself, as 
would prove, if they were true, 
that he sometimes lost. possession 
of himself, or suffered a moment- 
ary eclipSe of his intajkectual fac- 
ultigs, and I could:refer my read- 
er to a hiographer who gives the 
world a gtave narrative of the 
particulars of these wild reveries. 
But I take upon me, and feel 
myself happy to aver, that these 
‘reports were uttegly and abso- 
lutely false and dless ; and 
I do this from my own knowledge 
and observation of him for sev- 
eral years, and’some of them the 
years of histfecay, when he was 
at the weakest ; from the express 
declaration of Mr. Joseph Par- 
- ker, his amanuensis for about 
twenty years, and who was ina 
manner ever with him; and 
‘above all from that Miss Eli- 
zabeth Abney, the surviving 
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daughter of sir Thomas and%La- 
dy Abney, who lived in the same 
family with him all the time of 
the Doéor’s residence. there, a 
period of no less than ~ thirty-six 
years. Can any evidence -be 
more convincing and decisive 2” 

The charaéter of Dr. Watts 
may be very fairly appreciated 
from his writings. They are 
faithful pictures “of a great and 
good mind. Warm piety, deep 
Itumility, strong affection to the 
souls of men, and candor, total- 
ly untinétured with indifference, 
were apparent, not only in his 
writings, but in’ his whole con- 
duct. Like every.other eminent 
charadter, he had hist 
and such as endeavorgd to rep- @ 
resent him in ,an® unfavorble 
light ; in.such cases he was nev- 
er known to return evil for evil. 
Upona publication of his some 
few years before his death, he 
was attacked on one side for go- 
ing too much into one kind -@f 
theological sentiments, and on 
the other, for approaching too 
near the contrary extreme : his 
remark upon this treatment evin- 
ced at the same time his candor, 
and his knowledge of mankind. 
‘A moderator must expe to 
be boxed on both ears.” 

Various have been the reports 
and assertions concerning some 
change in his sentiments towards 
the close of his life. The eager- 
ness of zealots of all parties. to 
add so celebrated a name as that 
of Dr. Watts to the list of their 
champions, has probably magni- 
fied the importance, and misrep- 
resented the nature of this change 
of sentiments. Whatever it was, 
it is not of the least moment to 
the cause of religion, or to the 
excellence of the Docdor’s works : 


ponen ia 
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they must stand or fall by their 
Own merits, and as for himself, 
he has long been in a region 
where involuntary error will be 
made no subject of reprehension, 
and where zeal without piety, 
charity, and holiness, will not 
have the smallest influence.* 
The works of this great man 
are not enumerated here, as an 
account of them can so easily be 
procured from other quarters, 
they consist of forty-six articles, 
and have been published in an 
uniform manner, in six volumes, 
quarto. Two or three short 
quotations from Dr. Johnson’s 
Life of Dr. Watts, will proper- 


aly close this sketch. In the 


‘ase 





* For a further account of this mat- 
ter, see a publication of the Rev. S. 
Palmer’s the title of which is, Zhe 
Life of the Rev. I. Watts, D. D. by the 
fate Dr. Samuel Fobnson, with notes, . 
containing animacversions and addi- 
tions relating to Dr. Watts’ character, 
writings, and sentiments, particularly 
anthe TRINITY. 
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pulpit, though his low stature, 
which very little exceeded five 
feet, graced him with no advan. 
tage of appearance, yet the gray. 
ity and propriety of his utter. 
ance, made his discourses very 
eficacious. At the conclusion of 
weighty sentences, he gave time, 
by a short pause, for the proper 
impression.” ‘ By his natural 
temper he was quick of resent- 
ment, but by his established and 
habitual practice, he was gentle, 
modest, and inoffensive.” ‘ Ev. 
ery mati, acquainted with the 
common principles of human ac- 
tion, will look with veneration 


on the writer who is at one time - 


combating Locke, and at anoth- 
er time making a catechism for 
children in their fourth year.” 
** Under his direction it may be 
truly said, that philosophy is sub- 
servient to evangelical instruc- 
tion : it is difficult to read a page 
without learning, or at least 
wishing, to be better.” 


Pan. 
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ESSAYS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS. 


ESSAY I. 


@onsiderations calculated to excite 


Exertions for the Salvation of 
Souls. 


THAT love, which the di- 
vine law requires, is the essence 
and sum of all true religion.— 
Without it creatures cannot be 
the subjects of endless felicity. 
For love is the foundation of ne- 


joyment. As no person.can ex- 
perience pleasure without some 


obje& to please him; and as no - 


objet can afford him any grati- 
fication, unless he has a love for 
it, it is certain that without love 
there cannot be any happiness. 
All men know by experience that 
they have no satisfaétion in ob- 
jects of aversion, nor pleasure in 


things for which they have no 
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affection. Hence if mankind did 
not love this world they could 
not take satisfaction init. ‘The 
same is true with respect to the 
things of another world. Be- 
cause, if we possessed the uni- 
yerse, and were, perfeétly desti- 
tute of love, we should not ex- 
perience the sensation of pleasure, 
any more than inanimate existen- 
ces. 

As the time is approaching 
when all must leave the world 
as naked as they entered it; as 
they can carry nothing with 
them, and must bid a final fare- 
wellto every earthly enjoyment ; 
ifthey have no love for the ob- 
jets which exist beyond the 
grave ; it is impossible for them 
to be happy in the future world. 
It must be evident also to every 
candid mind, that rational exist- 
ence, if incapable of happiness, 
is not preferable to any other 
kind of existence. For it would 
be as incapable of feeling, of act- 
ing, and of enjoying any thing. 
It might be aéted upon; and 
used by some active agent to an- 
swer his design. ‘This makes it 
evident that mankind consider 
happiness as the greatest good. 
Hence, to be consistent, they 
must esteem that love, which the 
divine law requires, to be of e- 
qual value with happiness itself, 
because it is essentially necessary 
to endless felicity. As God is 
the supreme good ; without that 
love to him, which his law re- 
quires, he cannot be enjoyed.— 
Of course, without this, mankind 
cannot be happy in a future state. 
For nothing but supreme affec- 
tion for Jehovah is a foundation 
for future, eternal bliss. 

Is love to God and our neigh- 
bor the sum of all that the law 
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and gospel require? Is this love 
real, true religion ? Cannot man- 
kind be finally happy without it ? 
Does it equal, in worth, eterna} 
felicity ? Then true religion is 
of more value, than all created 
existences without it. For if we 
possessed the whole creation, 
without religion, or this love, we 
could not enjoy God, nor be 
happy beyond the grave. As 
Christ says, ** what shall it profft 
a man, if he gaimthe whole world, 
and lose his own soul? Or what 
shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul???) 

As religion is of more value 
than rubies, or the gold of Ophir; 
as nothing, in this world, can 
equal itin worth; surely it ought 
to be the object of our first, 
chief, and continued attention. 
Every person ought, in the sta- 
tion he fills, make greater exer- 
tions to revive and promote re- 
ligion, thar to obtain any earth. 
ly good, however valuable: 

Furthermore, the revival ‘and 
prevalence of religion depend, 
under God, on means. Since 
God finished the works of crea 
tion he has operated by means 
and instruments. Without them, 
miracles excepted, he effects noth- 
ing. He governs the natural 


world by established laws. The 


sun, with his vivifying rays, the 
rain from heaven, the atmos- 
phere, the labor of men, are 
means necessary to the produc- 
tion of the fruits of the earth. 
And these again are necessary to 
the preservation of life.—-The 


‘gospel of Jesus Christ is requisite 


to that renovation and sanctifica- 
tion of the heart, which prepares 
men for the heavenly mansions.— 
God is able, if he sees fit, to 
produce any effect without in- 
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struments or means. But it is 
evident, from daily facts, that 
he is determined to govern the 
world, and save his people by 
the use of instruments and méans. 
Accordingly, in order to save 
his elect, he has instituted the 
preaching of the gospel. Min- 
isters are therefore commanded 
to go and preach the gospel to 
every creature. 

Though God operates by 
means, yet we are to be careful 
not to attribute to them any 
efficiency, in themseives. For 
means, without the divine agen- 
cy, can effect nothing. “ Paul 
may plant, and Apollos water, 
but it is God, who giveth the 
increase.” Means have no ef- 
ficiency of their own; they 
are made effectual by the first, 
great, efficient Cause. Yet, as 
God has determined not to pro- 
duce effects without them, they 
are as necessary as they would be, 
if they operated by an independ- 
ent efficiency. Hence it is not 
on means, but upon the divine 
agency entirely we are to depend 
for success, Wherefore, “ in the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening wi ithhold not thine hand.” 
It is by the use of means cnly 
that men can profit themselves 
and others. In this way they 
have, by the divine help, effect- 
ed great things. What creat 
things have been accompiished 
in the world! by the instrumental- 
ity of the Apostles, and others, 
whom God hath sent to preach 
the glad tidings of salv ration. As 
Paul observes, “for we are la- 
borers together with God.” 

It has been observed , that re- 
ligion is of the greatest worth ; 
itis a pear} of the greatest price. 
it is also by -means, that its. re- 
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vival, and spread among men 
are to be promoted. Here then 
opens to view a wide and exten. 
sive field, in which every person 
may labor with more or less suc. 
cess, if governed with right views, 
and actuated with a zeal, which 
is according to knowledge.— 
This is the design of the Vermont 
Magazine. It aims to diffuse 
gospel light, and be a means of 
the salvation of precious souls, 
This is the object of this essay, 
It aimsto prepare the way fo. 
exhibiting some considerations, 
which it is hoped will excite ma. 
ny to exert’ themselves, with 
greater zeal than usual, te build- 
ing up the kingdom of the Re. 
deemer. | 

The reader is not to view him. 
self as having no interest in the 
things contained in these pages. 
Many read the most serious truths 
without one reflection that they 
are applicable to themselves.— 


‘They read them as they would 


an idle tale, in which they have 
not the least interest or concern. 
This is one reason why they read 
much, yet without any profit.— 
Wherefore, when you attend to 
serious things, which aré design- 
ed for your good, say, this con- 
cerns me; I am the person in- 
tended ; I am to give an account 
how | improve these interesting 
and solemn truths, and I am lia- 
ble to be called before the bar of 
God, any hour. It, therefore, 
highly concerns me to improve 
my time, my privileges and the 
instructions I receive. in such a 
prayerful and watchful manner, 
that [ may be ever ready for the 


coming of my Lord. Thus read, 


otherwise the most salutary truths 
will only serve to aggravate your 
final ruin. 


— *. 
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REFLECTIONS ON DEATH. 
MESSRS. EDITORS; 


Lf you think the following ob- 
servations worthy of a place in the 
ADVISER, you are aé liberty to insert 
ihem. 


BEING lately present at 
the funeral of a young woman 
in S , Sixteen years of age, 
my mind was peculiarly impress- 
ed with a sense of the shortness 
and. uncertainty of human life, 
and the infinitely important con- 
cerns which hang on the present 
moment. 

She was healthful and gay a- 
midst her sprightly associates and 
companions, unconscious that 
death was leveling a fatal arrow 
at her heart. But lo! from a 
state of health, she was brought 
down, and in forty hours, dressed 
for the grave, Such a scene must 
be peculiarly impregsive on the 
minds of the young, especially of 
her acquaintance. 

Althcugh none dispute, but 
that we must.all bow to the king 
of terrors, yet we constantly as- 
sume the airs of immortality 
and condutt as if this world were 
designed as the place of our eter- 
nal residence.. The aged think 
that they shall live, because they 
have lived so lon The young 

calculate much on life, because 
their journey isjustbegun. ‘he 
healthy fear not death, because 
their constitution is firm and vig- 
Orous ; and. the weakly view it at 
a distance, because their debility 
and infirmity have become a hab- 
it. Let our flatteries however, 
be what they may, certain it is, 





the king of terrors will level vs all, 


with the dust. But what ren- 
ders death an event so infinite- 
Jy interesting is the Judgment 


‘ pursuit—-Oh ! 
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which immediately follows. —— 
Death closes forever our proba- 
tionary state. No more admon- 
itions, no more pious prayers, 
and useful warnings shall we 
everhear. The voice of inviting 
mercy will no more sound in our 
ears—the Judgment must pro- 
ceed. If we have humbly sub- 
mitted to God, and with believ- 
ing affection embraced the holy 
Savior; if we have made his 
service, his honor and glory the 
objects of our ultimate, supreme 
what joys, what 
glory will open to our enraptured 
eyes and fill our grateful hearts. 
But if we have spent our days in 
the practice of sin, and the in- 
dulgence of pride, vain glory 
and rebellion against God; if 
the pursuit of trifles and van- 
ities hath occupied our whole at~ 
tention, how tremendous and 
overwhelming must be the scene 
of the Judgment.—The wicked 
must receive their doom and 
sink to hell. And with what bit- 
ter wailings and gnashing - of 
teeth, will long disregarded in- 
structions, sligitea warnings, dis- 
relished rebukes, resisted re- 
straints, misimproved or neglect- 
ed divine institutions, as well as all 
the endearing invitations of mer- 
cy, crowd upon their unwillin 
recollection. The ball-room and 
the gay, trifling scenes of life, are 
ill calculated to prepare immor- 
tal beings, for death and eternity. 
Let the young then be entreated 
to forsake their sins and follies, 
and let their precious moments 
be spent in the service of God. 
Let them remember her whose 
untimely death gave rise to these 
reflections. She is now cold and 
lifeless, bound fast in the icy fet- 
ters of death. Those eyes which 
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so lately sparkled with vivacity 
and health are now closed for- 
ever. 

Are they ready, thus to bid 
adieu to their parents, to their 
brothers and sisters, and to all 
their associates ; and to take their 
final leave of every earthly en- 
joyment? Let them ask them- 
selves, as in the immediate view 
of Eternity, what are the objects 
of their supreme affection and 
ultimate pursuit? They must be 
conformed to God and recon- 
ciled to his holy character, in or- 
der to experience any Solid enjoy- 
ment. Without this, it is im- 
possible that they should be hap- 
py. Let them go to any part of 
the universe of God, and without 
this, they must be “like the 
troubled se&4 which cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt.” Oh! may they receive 
instruction and learn to know, by 
their own delightful experience, 
that the ways of wisdom are 
pleasant, and that her paths are 
the paths of safety and peace. 


= 


AN INCIDENT. 


ALTHOUGH the race of 
vagrants and wandering beggars, 
is become so numerous as to re- 
quire the exertion of public au- 
thority to prevent their increase, 
a few _of this character deserve 
most kind treatment. 

A. wealthy merchant lately 
gave the following account : 

As he was standing at his door 
a venerable, grey headed old maa 
approached him, and asked an 
alms. He answered him with 
severity, and demanded why he 
lived so useless a life. The beg- 
gar answered, “that age disen- 
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abled him for labor, and he had 
committed himself to the Prov. 
idence of God, and the kindness 
of good people.” The rich 
man was at this time a disbeliey. 
er of religion. He directed the 
old man to depart, at the same 
trume casting some reflections on 
te Providence of his God.— 
‘he venerable beggar descended 
the steps, and kneeling at the 
bottom audibly offered the fol- 
lowing prayer: * O my gracious 
God, [ thank thee that my bread 
and water are sure, but I pray 
thee, in thy intercession above, 
to remember this man—he hath 
reflected on thy Providence: 
Father, forgive him, he knows 
not what he saith.’’—Thus the 
present scene ended. 

The words; “ Father, forgive 
him, he knows not what he 
saith,” constantly rang in the 
ears of the rich man. He was 
discomfited through the fol- 
lowing night. The next day, 
being called on business to a 
neighboring town, he overtook 
the old man on the road. Ashe 
confessed to me, the sight almost 
petrified him with guilt and fear. 
He dismounted, when the fol- 
lowing conversation ensued : 

«OQ. Father, Why do you walk 
the country, as I have observed 
youtodo? 4.I amanold man 
and cannot labor. Q. What is 
your age ? 4. lf by the grace of 
God I live until next Michael- 
mas I shall be eighty-three years 
of age, “ few and evil have been 
the days of the years of my life.” 
Q. But why do you not stay at 
home? 4. I have no home. 
Yes, Ihave a home, the world is 
my home, and God is my pro- 
vider, but eternity will soon be 
my home. Q. Did yeu never 
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have a2 home? /. Yes, and it 
was filled with plenty. I was 
born across the seas, and was a 
small dealer, such as you call 
merchants in this country. <Af- 
ter I came here, my wife and 
three children died, and I was 
myself sick. Thus the little we 
had was gone in paying nurses, 
and I was myself left unable to 
labor. Q. Why did you not re- 
turn to your native country? 4. 
Alas! I thought of it for a time, 
but I could not labor, and I be- 
thought myseif that the provid- 
ence of God is every where, and 
I committed myself to that. Q. 
What is the providence of God? 
A. 'Vhat is a great question. It 
is the care he takes of all his 
works. One part of it is the 
care he takes of the poor. Q. 
Do you trust in that providence, 
and doth this trust give you 
bread? 4. I have thought I did, 
and have never yet wanted bread. 
Q. How shall I trust in God? 
4. You must see yourself to be 
a sinner, unworthy of the least 
of God’s mercies, and that you 
cannot deserve any thing at his 
hand: You must depend on be- 
ing saved through Jesus Christ, 
and every day pray to him for 
help, and you will not be forsak- 
en. Q. But hasthis given you 
bread and cloathing ? 4. O yes! 
better than the world can give. 
it is true that I sometimes have 
felt a little bodily want, but then 
I found it for the good of my 
soul. Iam more grieved for the 
souls of my fellow men, than 
for any bodily want I suffer. 
Yesterday 1 was hungry, and 
called at the door of a smart 
man. He was angry, and told 
me he did not believe in the Prov- 


idence of God, and bid me de. 
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part ; but at the next house I had 
a plentiful meal. This, mark 
ye! was the house of a poor 
woman.” 

The wealthy man confessed 
that at this moment he was 
pierced with a sense ot F euilt. He 
then gave some money to the 
poor ‘man, of whom he never 
could hear afterwards; yet the 
sound of these words, being im- 
pressed on his mind by the last 
interview, ** He knows not what 
he saith,” never left him until he 
was hopefully brought to Chris- 
tian repentance. It is presumed 
the preacher, although a Laza- 
rus in this world, is now in 
Abraham’s bosom.—* Cast thy 
bread upon the waters: for atter 
many days thou shalt find it.” 

‘‘ For the poor shall never 
cease out of the land.” 

‘« Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers : for thereby some have 


entertained angels unawares.” 
Con. Mag. 


ae ee 


ANECDOTE 


OF DR. BEATTIE AND MIS SON. 


IT is much to be desired 
(observes one) that in lessons to 
children, matters of faét, and ex- 
amples taken irom visible objects, 
should be made use of. This 
wise method of instruction was, 
perhaps, never more forcibly and 
more usefully employed, than in 
the following instance of Dr. 
Beattie’s son. The Dr. speak- 
ing of his son, thus observes: He 
had reached his fifth or sixth 
year, knew the alphabet, and 
could.read a little; but had re- 
ceived no particular information 
with respect to the author of his 
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being. In a corner of a little 
garden, without informing any 
personof the circumftance, I wrote 
in the mould with my finger, the 
three initial letters of his name, 
and sowing garden creffes in the 
furrows, covered up the seed, 
and smoothed the ground. ‘T'en 
days after he came running to 
me, and with astonishment in 
his countenance, told me that his 
name was growing in the garden. 
I laughed at the report and seem- 
ed inclined to disregard it ; but 
he insisted on my going to see 
what had happened. “ Yes,” 
said I carelessly on coming to 
the spot, “ I fee it is fo:”’ “ But 
what is there in this worth no- 
tice ; ig it not mere chance: 
and | wentaway. He followed 
me, and taking hold of my coat, 
said with some earnestness, ** It 
could not he mere chance, for 
that somebody must have contriv- 
ed matters so as to produce it.”’ 
** So you think,” said I, “ that 
what appears so regular as the 
letters of your name, cannot be 
by chance?’ ‘* Yee,” said he, 
with firmness, “I think so.” 
‘* Look at yourself,” I replied, 


2?) 
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‘¢ consider’ your hands and fin. 
gers, your legs and feet, and 
other limbs ; are they not regu. 
lar in their < appearance and use. 
fulto you?” He said they were, 
«Came you then hither,” satd J, 
“by chance?” ‘ No,” he an. 
swered, ‘** that cannot be, some. 
thing must have made me 
“And who ts that something : " 
Ll asked. He said, “I don’t 
know.” I had now gained the 
point I aimed at, and saw that 
his reason taught him (though 
he could not express it) that 
what begins to be must havea 
cause; and that what is formed 
with regularity, must have an 
intelligent cause. JI therefore 
told him the name of the great 
Being, who made him and all 
the world, concerning whose 
adorable nature, I gave him such 
information as I thought he 


could in some measure compre- 


hend. The lesson affected him 
greatly, and he never forgot 
either it, or the circumstance 
that introduced it. 


Anecdotes of Children and 


Young Persons. 
? 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


I'l must afford high gratifi- 
cation to the friends of Zion, to 
learn that her cause prospers.— 

We have accounts from almost 
every part of New-England, and 
some from the neighboring states, 
of the triumph cf divine grace, 


and the revival and spread ot 
In many towns, 


true religion. 
the work appears to be quite 
powerful, and the solemnity 
which it occasions, quite general. 
In others, though its effects are 
not so extensive, nor its progress 
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so rapid, it nevertheless proceeds 
with a silent and solemn step. 
There has seldom if ever been a 
period, since the settlement of 
this country, when the Spirit of 
God appeared to be more ex- 
tensively poured out, on our land, 
than at the present time. And 

what is worthy of observation, 
| and a source of much pleasure, 
is, that in none of those places, 
where revivals have lately pre- 
vailed from which we have heard, 
has there appeared, among those 
who have been awakened, any 
thing like wildness or enthusiasm. 
But their anxiety appears to have 
been uniformly the effect of adeep 
but rational conviction of the im- 
portance of eternal things, and 
the necessity of holiness to hap- 
piness. 

From these accounts, which 
we have not at present room to 
publish at large, but some.of 
which at least we hope to be 
able to lay before our readers, 
in some future number. From 
these accounts we learn that 
there have been considerable re- 
vivals in several towns in the 
county of Berkshire, State of 
Massachusetts. In Stockbridge, 
a considerable number, within a 
few months past, have been hope- 
fully brought out of darkness 
into marvellous light. In Lee, 
during the late revival there, 
seventy were received into the 
church. Many of the towns in 
Connecticut have had times of 
refreshing. In New-Haven, the 
work has been quite extensive. 
Since it began, a little more than 
a year ago, about three hundred, 
have been publicly added to the 
Lord. In Durham, a special 
attention to religion, began about 
the first of June last. The fruit 


cause. 
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of. this has been, that forty-four 
have united with the church. 
Litchfield, Goshen, Hartford 
and many more towns in the 
State have also had refreshing 
showers of divine grace. We 
hear likewise that there are re- 
vivals in several towns in this 
State and the adjoining States of 
New-York and New-Hampshire. 

We have intelligence also of 


the success of Zion’s cause, in , 


other parts of the world. In 
many parts of Germany the gos- 
pel is preached with effect. The 
same 13 the case in Switzerland. 
It seems also, by some late ac- 
counts, that the protestant res 
ligion is reviving, in various 
parts of the French dominions. 
These things cannot fail to ex- 
cite the purest joy, in the breasts 
of all who are friends to the Re- 
deemer. But let not this be the 
only effect which they produce. 
As they afford great encourage. 
ment to prayer, so let them ex- 
cite Christians to be frequent and 
fervent at the throne of grace, 
for the success of this glorious 
Epitors. 


Extrad of a letter from the Rev. 


Dr. Perkins, pastor of the church 
in West-Hartford, Conn. to the 
_Leditor of the Conn. Evan, Mag. 
dated January 2, i809. 3 


IN the year 1799, there was 
a very extraordinary work of 
God’s grace among us. It con- 
tinued about a year and an half. 
More than one hundred obtained 
a hope of a blessed immortality 
and joined themselves to the com- 
munion of the church. The work 
then was very general over the 
eongregation, persons of differ- 
ent ages and sex were the sub- 
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jects of it: Some, nearly seven- 
ty years old, were sharers in it. 
Many, in middle life. Many, 
also, “in youth. An account of 
that revival of religion among us, 
was published in two discourses, 
entitled THE GROUNDS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN’S HOPE. In the year 
1807, in a partof the congrega- 
tion, we had some special atten- 
tion to religion, in which several 
persons obtained a hope that their 
hearts were reconciled to God ; 
and they were added to the com- 
munion ofthe church. In 1808 
it pleased the God of all grace 
again to visit us, with the effu- 
sions of his blessed Spirit, anda 
great revival of religion took 
piace. It was spread over the 
whole congregation. ‘The visi- 
ble effets were great. ‘l"he wor- 
shipping assemblies of God’s peo- 
ple were more crowded. A 
great solemnity and seriousness 
were diffused overthem. Sever- 
al public religious meetings, dur- 
ing the week, were desired to 
be instituted—and they were 
full. The people were anxious 
to hear from God out of his word. 
They were all attention and so- 
Jemnity. The divine gracious 
presence seemed to be enjoyed. 
"The work commenced in the be- 
ginning of the month of May ; 
and still continues to this day ;— 
and isstill, we judge, increasing. 
May it farther progress : and 
continue, and visit each heart and 
family ! Itis mostly among the 
youth. We have already had 
upwards of forty added to the 





Lord by a public profession of 


religion, who hope that they have 
experienced a renovation of heart. 
About twenty more, have recent- 
ly obtained a hope of salvation. 
—And thirty, perhaps, are still 


Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman, &c. 
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exercised with deep conviction, 
And we find, from time to time, 
instances anew of persons brought 
to consider their ways, and to 
enquire, ** what they shall do to 
be saved.”’ 





Extract of a letter from a Clergy. 
man in Connecticut, to his friend 
in New-York, dated South Brit. 
aix, August 8, 1808. 


THE religious attention has 
gradually progressed until the 
present time.. We reckon about 
14 or 15 hopeful converts. A 
considerable number now are un- 
der serious impressions. The 
present appears to be a remarka. 
ble day in our land. God is ap. 
pearing in his glory to build up 
Zion. ‘The Redeemer is riding 
forth victoriously in the chariot 
of the Gospel, from conquering, 
to conquer. ‘There has proba. 
bly been no period since the settle. 
ment of this country, when God’s 
Spirit has been poured out in 
such copious effusions, as at the 
present. In New-Jersey, and 
some parts of Mass, the work 
has been wonderful. —— 
icut has also shared largely 
the blessing. In Litchfeld, N. 
Haven, Hartford, Guilford, and 
Goshen, they have recently ex- 
perienced great refreshings from 
the presence of the Lord. In 
many other towns there is con- 
pit attention. paiddlebury 

a sharer. The angels rejoice 
"a en things; and shall not 
our hearts beat with joy? It1s 
the Lord’s doings, and it is mat- 
vellous in oureyes. O that men 
would praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men! 

‘Con. Mag. 
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Report of the State of Religion 
within the bounds of the Synod 
of Albany. 


THE Synod are happy in 
having another opportunity, of 
communicating to the people 
under their care, an account of 
the state of Religion within their 
bounds. 

Itis important for the friends 
of Zion, to notice with gratitude 

the goodness of Gop, in promot- 
ing the interests of the gospel ; 
and it is equally important for 
them to be aware of the false o- 
pinions and evil practices which 
impede its progress, and hinder 
its salutary influence on the souls 
of men. 

From information received by 
a. free conversation on the sub- 
ject, 1t appears that during the 
last year, the Word and its or- 
dinances have been dispensed 
with considerable fidelity ; and 
attended to generally, with ap- 
parent Seriousness and decency. 
The ignorant have been instruct- 
ed, the vicious warned of their 
danger, and the pious comforted 
and built up in their holy faith. 
Some of our congregations have 
been favored with a time of re- 
freshing from the presence of the 
Lord. The spirit has been pour- 
ed out ; saints have been enliven- 
ed, and sinners converted from 
the evil of their ways. Numbers 
have been added to the church 
visible of such, we hope, as shall 
be saved with an everlasting sal- 


’ @ vation. 


For these triumphs of the 
cross, let Zion’s Gop be praised ; 
and let all who love the Savior, 
be encouraged to pray fervently 
and perseveringly, for the peace 
and prosperity of Jerusalem. 


Report of the State of Religion, &c. 63 


As causes of humiliation and 
regret however, we notice in 
some places, the prevalence of 
infidelity, licentiousness, and er- 
ror. It is deplorable, indeed, 
that in this highly favored land, 
there should be any, who, in the 
face of evidence the most clear 
and convincing, labor to degrade 
the Eternal and only begotten 
Son of Gop, to the level with a 
mere man. Over the determined 
obstinacy, and awful doom, of 
such characters, let Christians 
mourn, imploring for them the 
free and sovereign grace of Gop. 

Equally dangerous i is the error 
of those, who mistaking the na- 
ture and design of the Redeem- 
er’s atonement, flatter themselves 
with the unscriptural hope of 
gospel salvation, though they 
live and die destitute of a gospel 
temper and disposition. T’o sup- 
pose that Christ died to give men 
a license to transgress the divine 
law with impunity, is to make 
him at once the minister of sin : 
and to imagine that the future 
punishment of the wicked, is 
disciplinary, and will infallebly 
lead them to repentance, 1s to 
imagine what cannot be proved, 
either by reason or revelation. 
And if, in a single instance, the 
torments of hell should fail to 
produce this good effect upon the 
sinner, the doctrine of universal 
salvation must fall to the ground. 
Let all comply with the gospel 
terms of salvation; let all pos- 
sess a relish for heavenly employ- 
ments, then, and not till then, 
may all hope for heavenly hap- 
piness. 

In another, and a very numer- 
ous class of persons, we observe 
and lament, an unbecoming in- 
ditference to the things of religion 


64 Extract of a Letter. 


altogether. Let such be admon- 
ished to arouse from their deceit- 
ful slumbers, and lay hold on the 
hopesetbefore them. Beit remem- 
bered, that in the momentous af- 
fairs of salvation, there is nd such 
thing as neutrality. He that re- 
solves to choose nothing, on this 
subject, resolves not to choose the 
truth. The damnation of a care- 
téss Galio is not less certain, than 
that of a treacherous Judas, or 
a persecuting Nero, 

Intemperance, sabbath-break- 
ing, ana profane swearing, are 
totally incompatible with the 
Christian character and profes- 
sion. Against. such gross sins 
‘*the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven;’? and those who 
persist in such flagrant violations 
of the laws of God, may expect 
to lie down in endless and una- 
vailing sorrow. 

In the close of this short ad- 
dress, suffer us, brethren, to ex- 
hort you to search the Scriptures. 
In these are contained the words 
of eternal life. ‘* Buy the truth, 
and sellit not.” Read the Bible 
with carefulness, prayerfulness, 
and candor. And if you would 
know the truth, as it is in Jesus, 
look to God for the enlightening 
influence of the Holy Ghost. 
Regard as equally sacred, the 
Old and the New Testaments. 
They stand inseparably connect- 
ed, exhibiting different dispen- 
sations of the same gracious cov- 
enant, and glorious plan of re- 
demption. Sanctify the Sabbath, 
by a conscientious abstinence 
from trivial amusements, and 
secular employments, and by a 
punctual and devout attention to 
the preaching of the word, and 
also by a faithful discharge of 
the duties of the family and the 
closet. 


{| Manrcx, 


As an antidote to the danger. 
ous errors and damning sins of 
this degenerate age, we entreat 
you, be careful to instruct your 
children, or have them instruct. 
ed, in the principles.of our holy 
religion. ‘hese principles will 
serve.as a light to their feet, and 
a lamp to their path ; and be the 
most likely means of preserving 
them from the contagious influ. 
ence of the corrupting manners 
and false maxims of wicked 
men. k 

Wishing great grace, mercy, 
and peace, to all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity ; 
we commend you, beloved breth. 
ren, to the care and guidance of 
the great Head of the Church, 
and Bishop of Souls ! 

H. N. WOODRUFF, Mod’. 

Aurora, Oct. 6, 1808. 


ee Smee « 
From the Religious Repository. 


Extract of a letter to one of the Ed. 
tors. 


DEAR BROTHER, 

I PREACHED in this place 
for more than a year, with appa- 
rently little or no success. Dur- 
ing this time, we had conferen- 
ces, in which there seemed to be 
pleasing attention; yet nothing 
appeared which might be ‘called a 
work of God in: conviction and 
conversion. Having mention- 
ed, in public, my ill success, and 
that, perhaps, I might as well 
leave them, I unexpectedly re- 
ceived a letter, the week follow- 
ing, from a youth of about 1% 
years of age, informing me that 
he had lately obtained a hope of 
being renewed in mind, and ex- 
pressing a desire that I would 
not be discouraged, for he be- 
lieved God would display his 
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race among us. Near the close 
of last May, he related, in pub- 
lic, his experience, which seem- 
ed to solemnize the minds of 
several young persons.. Weekly 
conferences were then appointed. 
At the request of a person, who 
had obtained a hope some months 
before, a large collection of 
young people came to the con- 
ference. I[t was a solemn meet- 
ing. The Spirit appeared to be 
poured down, and dry bones be-- 
gan to shake andtremble. At 
length, young converts began to 
declare what God had done for 
their souls—Our meetings were 
more crouded. Although a ve- 
ry busy season of the year, yet 
nothing would prevent their col- 
lecting together.’ A third meet- 
ing was attended almost every 
Sabbath. New cases of con- 
viction were frequent. On the 
second Sabbath in the present 
month, nine were added to the 
church. A number more have 
given a relation, whom we ex- 
pect soon to have added. One 
of the nine above mentioned, 
was anoted Universalist. Con- 
sistent with his principles, he had 
indulged himself in vicious prac- 
tices. But. being brought to 
bow at the feet of Jesus, he bold- 
ly remonstrated against the er- 
rors, which, for fourteen years, 
he had endeavored to maintain. 
After he was propounded to join 
the church, one of his former as- 
sociates in delusion took occa- 
sion to admonish him, b¥ telling’ 
him that he had brought a great 
wound upon the cause, in re- 
nouncing his principles of univer- 
sal salvation —Another pleasing 
circumstance is this—-Four young 
ladies, who have taught schools 
in different parts of the town the 
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summer past, have been hope- 
fully the subjects of a saving 
change. Two of them have al- 
ready joined the church.—-These 
are the Lord’s doings, and mar- 
velous in our eyes. The work 
still continues ; and we have set 
up a weekly prayer-meeting, 
which seems to be attended with 
a blessing. 

SIMEON SNow. 
Madison, County of Madison, State 
of New-York, Oct. 17, 1808 


/ 


IN the year 1807, the Rev. Fa- 
cob Cram was appinted, by the North 
ern Missionary Society of New-York, 
toa mission among the Oneida Indiars, 
with a view toa permanent settlement 
among them. The purport of his in- 
structions were—to ‘* maintain a strict 
watch over his own conduct’’—to in- 
struct them in the doctrines and duties 
of religion—to superintend and pro- 
mote schoals—to endeavor to introduce 
husbandry among them—to spend as 
much time among the Onondugas and 

_other tribes in the vicinity as prudence 
should dictate—and to consult the Rev. 
Mr. Sergeant as to what would be ex- 
pedient. The following is the substance 
of bis journal taken from the Religious 
Repository. EpitTors. 


IT appears from this Journal, 
that the Christian Indians at Oneida 
received Mr. Cram gladly, and were 
very thankful to the Society for its 
attention tothem. He found among 
them some that appeared to be pious 
Christians; particularly of those from 
Onahquaga, who had there been an- 
der the ministry of the’ Rev. Mr, 
Crosby, our former Missionary. 

At a meeting with the Pagan par- 
ty, when he had stated to them his 
views, and read his instructions from 
the Committee of Missions, tlte Chiefs, 
after deliberating on the subject, gave 
him for answer, that ‘* They did not 
find that Indians were benefited by 
schools and preaching ; that they at- 
tended to the instructions of the Proph- 
et of Allegany ; that if they forsook 
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that way, they feared they "should 
come to nothing, like many other In- 
dian settlements ; that they thought 
it best to make proof of that way for 
ten years ; by which time they should 
know more about religion, and be 
better prepared to determine, wheth- 
er they should fallin with what we 
held up to them, or not.?? 

There were, however, some of their 
speakers, who urged them to attend 
to the Missionaries who were sent to 
them, and insisted that ** there was 
no instruction to be obiained from 
their Prophet; that it was alittle nar- 
row circle in which he and his fol- 
lowers moved. And in conversation 
with some of this party afterwards, 
Mr. Cram was informed that their 
younger men were desirons of receiv- 
ing religious instruction, and of hav- 
ing schools among them; and that 
there were not more than ten of their 
old men who made any opposi- 
tion. Among this party he found a 
few who were under some religious 
concern. Some of them invited him 
to preach among them. He cheer- 
fuily complied, and frequently visited 
them afterwards. It was the opin- 
ion of a judicious gentleman in the 
neizhborhood, weli acquainted with 
Fadians, that the best way of instruct- 
‘ing them was by visitativn from house 
to house ; which method Mr. Cram 
seems to have practised considerably, 
‘and with apparent good effect. 

+ Hefound some inhabitants in the 
vicinity, particularly at Verona, who 
received him very cordially. 

By the advice of Mr. Sergeant, 


Mr. Cram visited the Onondagas,’ 


, whom he found to be entirely under 
’ the influence of the A}legany Proph- 
et, and wholly averse to the receiving 
of ovr Missionaries; but very desir- 
ous of having aschool erected among 
them. 

Their Prophet is believed by his 
followers to have communications 
from God. Being asked whether he 
had any revelation to white people, 
he answered, No, they badthe Bible, 
a bich contained the same revelation 
that was made tu dim. He is behev- 
ed by his adherents to be sent by God, 
as were the aposties of Christ, tino’ 
he is utterly dest iture of the necessa- 
ry credentiats of an apostle. Nor 
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can he show his followers any way of 
obtaining the partion of sin, but by 
the merit of their own god works. 
He advises the Indians to keep the 
Sabbath : others do so; and it is 
good to be agreed, and not “ give of- 
fenee. He does not allow his disci- 
ples to hear our preachers, because 
they differ in sentiments ; so that the 
Indians cannot know whether what 
they tell them is contained in the Bi- 
ble or not. The Onondagas wish 
their children to be able to read the 
sible, that they may know what it 
does contain. This is a matter of 
great importance, and highly worthy 
of attention. 


ADDRESS 


Delivered by the Chiefs of the Stock. 
bridge Indians, to the Rev. Facob 
Cram, a Missionary. 


FatTuer—We fee! thankful that 
ihe great and goéd Spirit has ever in- 
fluenced the hearts of our Fathers, 
‘the New-Hampshire Missionary So- 
ciety, tohave such compassionate and 
paternal feelings for us, who are the 
Aborigines of this land, as to send 
such a worthy Father as you amongst 
us, into this wilderness country, in 
order to instruct us in the will of the 
great and good Spirit. 

Farusr—We fully believe that 
you have exerted to the utmost the 
bright talents the great and good Spir- 
it has been pleased to entrust you 
with, in endeavoring to turn our ig- 
norant brethren the Oneidas, as well 
as Onondagas, from their heathen- 
ish darkness to the light of the giori- 
ous Gospel of Jesus Christ_; and that 
you have fulfiled your mission in eve- 
ry part, by your endeavors to instruct 
not only the Oneidas and Orondagas, 
but likewise us, and Brothertown In- 
dians, in the path of duty; both as to 
our temporal as well as spiritual wel- 
fare, 

Farnur—We feel very sorry that 
our brethren have treated you with so 
much indifference and coolness, as to 
be aisconraging to your imtended 
mission. Bui you must lay the blame 
to the: ignorance ; and not to their 
ignorance only; but we are fearful that 
some part (if the truth were known} 
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would fali on bad-meaning white peo- 
ple’s misrepresentations. We hope, 
therefore, that instead of shaking off 
the dust of your feet in testimony 
against them, that you will pray the 
more earnestly for them. 

FatuHEer—We feel further thank- 
ful that you have placed so much con- 
fidence in one of our youth, as to take 
it upon yourself to take him along 
with you, in order for his further in- 
struction : we feel a confidence, that 
you will suffer no pains on your part 
to be lost in endeavoring to have him 
instructed in sucha manneras to he 
useful, not only to our rising but 
risen generation. 

FaTraetr—We further inform you, 
that itis our wish ever to maintain 
ovr covenant of friendship with our 
Fathers the above mentioned Mis- 
sionary Society, and that we presume 
to hope, that they, on their part, will 
ever do the same. And as our Fa- 
ther Sergeant is advancing in years, 
and his natural facilities becoming 
eclipsed, we hope that whenever they 
shall think it proper to send Mis- 
sionaries into this part of the country, 
they will remember us. —And that the. 
great and good spirit may ever guide 
znd direct them in this and every 
other important turn of life, is the 
sincére prayer of their children, as 
wellas yours, 

(Signed) 

JoserpH SHAUQUETHQUEAT, 
Sotromon Q.* HenpriIcK, 
Chiefs of the Stockbridge Indians. 
New- Stockbridge, Feb. 1, 1808, 

*QuavquaucHMuT, which signi. 

' fies examined, 
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PHILADELPHIA BIBLE SOCIETY. 
(Concluded from page 47,) 
CONSTITUTION. 


_1. The Bible selected for publica- 
tion or distribution shall be without 
notes ; copies of it in all the languages 
in which itis calculated to be usetul 
shall be distributed when deemed ne- 
eessary by the society. 
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2. Each person who becomes a 
member of the society shall pay five 
doliars at the time of subscribing the 
constitution, and two dollars every 
year afterwards. Persons who sub- 
scribe fifty dollars or more, shail be 
members during life, without any fur- 
ter contribution. 

5. The business ofthe society shail 
be conducted by twenty-four mana- 
gers, who shall, after the first elec- 
tion, be chosen annually by ballot, by 
the members present on the first Mon- 
day in May, and who shall within 
three days afterwards meet and choose 
a president, four vice-presidents, two 
secretaries and a treasurer out of their 
own body. Seven of the managers 


shall be a board for all transactions, | 


except the appropriation of mouey a- 
bove the sum of five hundred dollars, 
when thirteen shall be necessary to 
constitute aboard. They shall make 
by-laws for the government of the so- 
ciety, correspond with other Bible so- 
cieties, keep an account of the receipts 
and. disbursements of money, and tay 
them annually before the public, with 
an account of the issue of their labors 
in the great object of the society. 

4. A speciaj meeting shail be called 
at any time by the president, or by a- 
ny three managers with the concur- 
rence of the president, or one of the 
vice-presidents. 

5. No alteration of this constitution 
shall be made without the concur- 
rence of a majority of the members 
met after due notification. — 

At a meeting of the Bible Society 
held December 27th, 1808, the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were elected mana- 

ers. 

[Here follow the names of the 24 
Managers. | 

And at a subsequent meeting of the 
managers, the following gentlemen 
were elected ofiicers. 

Right Rev. Bishop White, President, 
Rev. Dr. Helmuth, 

Rev. Dr. Green, Vice 

Dr. Rush, Presidents. 
Mr. Pennington, 

Mr. Ralston, Treasurer, 

Rev. Dr. Staughton, eit 
Mr. Hopkins, ee 


Evan. Intel. 
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68 Vermont Religious Tract Society. 


Vermont Religious Tract Society. 
VIEWING the dispersion 


of cheap Rericious Tracts one 
of the most effectual methods of 
disseminating evangelical truth, 
and thereby promoting the inter- 
ests of Religion and morality, the 
General Convention of Congrega- 
tional and Presbyterian Ministers in 
the State of Vermont, recom- 
mended to the Trustees of the Mis- 
sionary Society to take measures 
for effecting this object. The 
said Trustees, therefore, agreea- 
bly to the outlines referred to 
them by the Convention, submit 
to the public the following plan 
of a Society to be denominated 
the VERMONT RELIGIOUS TRACT 
SOCIET Yo 

1. Any person subscribing one 
dollar annually, to be paid the 
first day of January, ,shall be a 
Member of the Sodiety. And 
every Subscriber, even though 
he do not become a Member of 
the Society, may, at his election, 
[option] receive three-fourths of 
his subscription in Tracts. And 
it might be observed, that as a 
Tract of 24 duodecimo pages 
will cost less than 2: cents,* eve- 
ry subscriber, according to the 
price he frequently gives for pam- 
phiets, will receive more than 
twice his whole subscription in 
in Tracts, 

2. Tosave the inconventence 
of assembling for the election of 
Officers, the Trustees and ‘lreas- 
urer of the Vermont Missionary 
Society shall be and continue to 
be the Trustees and Treasuver of the 
Lract Society. 





* Tracts of this size can be pro- 
cured for ‘* less than 2 1-2 cents,” at 
the place of publication, but when the 
expense of transportation is added, 
they may somewhat exceed that sum. 
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8. The Trustees, from time 

to time, shall appoint Agents in 
places conveniently situated for 
receiving Tracts and distributing 
them to Subscribers. And so 
far as subscriptions and other 
circumstances will justify, there 
shall be at least one Agent in 
each County. 
' 4, The price of transportation 
shall be charged with the Prin- 
ter’s bill ; so that all Subscribers 
may receive their proportion of 
Tracts from any Agent, at prime 
cost: Provided said Agent be 
designated at the time of sub- 
scribing. 

5. All Tracts shall be consid- 
ered as relinquished to the Soci- 
ety, provided thy are not called 
for within six months after no- 
tice that they are lodged with the 
Agents, has been given in some 
Religious Magazine printed i 
the State, or for want thereof, in 
some two Newspapers printed on 
different sides of the mountain. 

6. All subscriptions shall be 
paid to the Treasurer of the Ver- 


mont Missionary Society, of 


which he shall keep a distinct and 
accurate account, and be always 
responsible to pay them to the 
order of the Trustegs. But for 
the sake of convenience, each sub- 
scriber is authorised to pay his 
subscription to any Agent, whose 
duty it shall be to receive the 
same, receipt it if requested, and 
pay it over to the Treasurer. 

7. All monies received into 
the Treasury shall be expended 
by the Trustees of the Vermont 
Missionary Society, or a Con)- 
mittee by them appointed, in 
procuring Bibles, Testaments and 
cheap Religious Tracts ; which, 
together with any Books or 
Tracts that may be given to the 
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Society, shall be distributed, sub- 
ject to the regulations herein be- 
fore mentioned, without com- 
pensation, in such manner, asin 
the opinion of the said ‘Trustees 
will best promote the cause of 
Religion and Morality. It is, 
however, provided, that the 
Tracts shall: contain nothing, 
which can give: just occasion of 
offence to any denomination of 
Christians. 

8. The Trustees, at each an- 
nual meeting, shall give a concise 
summary of the monies received 
the preceding year, and the man- 
ner in which they have been ex- 
pended, and cause the same to be 
published in some Religious Mag- 
azine printed in the State, or for 
want thereof, in some Tract, 
which any Subscriber may re 
ceive towards his proportion. 

9, Any member of the Socie- 
ty shall be exonerated from all 
future payments, by signifying 
in writing to some Agent a de- 
sire to be no longer considered a 
member, and payirg to the said 
Agent all arrearages. 

Note.—1. The following per- 
sons are appointed AcEnTs.— 
Rev. Elisha ‘D. Andrews, Putney ; 
William Hail, Esq. Rockingham ; 
Rev. Bancroft Fowler, Windsor ; 
Charles Marsh, Esq. Woodstock; 
Rev. Martin Tullar, Royalton ; 
Rev. Asa Burton, Vhetford ; Rev. 
Calvin Noble, Chelsea; Rev. 
Leonard Worcester, Peacham; Mr. 
S. Goss, Montpelier; Rev. Pub- 
lius V. Booge, Georgia; Col. O- 
zias Buel, Burlington ; Milo Cook, 
Esq. Williston ; Rev. John Hough, 
Vergennes ; Col. Seth Storrs, Mid- 
dlebury ; Rev. Heman Ball, Rut- 
land; Rev. Elihu Smith, Castle- 
ton; Rev. Abel Farley, Man- 
chester. 
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2. Itis the duty of the several 
AGENTs to make quarterly re- 
turns of monies received, to the 
Treasurer. But it will be most 
convenient for them to send such 
monies immediately to the Gren. 
ERAL AGENT, Doctor William G. 
Hooker, of Middlebury, for the 
present year, to whom Subscrib- 
ers names, with directions for 
sending Tracts, and other mat- 
ters relating to the interests of 
the Society, are to be from time 
to time transmitted. 

3. The very cheap rate, at 
which Tracts are sold, renders it 
necessary to have the money paid 
in advance.—Subscribers there- 
fore may expect to receive no 
Tracts, till the money is paid. 

Though the above Constitution has 
been before published, in the form of 
a subscription paper, yet as probably 
but a small proportion of our readers 
have seenit, and as tt is desirable 
that they should have it by them, 
we think it necessary to insert it in the 
ADVISER. 


++ 


Intelligence from the East- Indies. 
Mr. VOS, who was obliged 


to leave Ceylon, in consequence 
of the opposition of the Dutch 
clergy there, and who removed 
for a time, to Tranquebar, is now 
very agreeably employed at Nag- 
apatam ; to which place he was 
recommended by the Danish 
brethren at Tranquebar. The 
city is very considerable, having 
seventeen large and sixty-eight 
small pagodas, in which lamps 
are kept burning all night before 


‘their idols: there are also five 


mosques, two catholic and two 
protestant churches ; so that there 
is abundant scope for the exer- 
tions of able and faithful mission- 
aries. ” 
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Mr. Vos relates the following 
incident : ‘A few days: ago, 
when the Malabars were carry- 
ing their idols in procession thro’ 
the streets, it happened that they 
carried the god Seeva through 
a part of the city which belongs 
to the god Vishnu ; in conse- 
quence of whicha violent tumult 
was excited, in which one of the 

ods was beaten, two houses 
were demolished, three: men kill- 
ed, and several others wounded.” 
“© O that this event,” says Mr. 
Vos, ‘may convince many of 
them, that their idols are indeed 
no gods, seeing they cannot de- 
fend themselves !” 

A short time since, a Malabar 
bramin, who came from a place 
about seventy miles distant, was 
introduced to Mr. Vos; when 
the following conversation took 
piace : 

‘s Why came you hither ?” 
«¢] wish to become a christian.” 
«s How did you get such ideas ?” 
«*T was convinced that idols 
made of gold, silver, and wood, 
cannot save me.” ‘* Who di- 
rected you to this place?” “I 
recollected to have heard, some 
years ago, that a bramin went to 
Pondicherry and became a chris- 
tian ; that he died.-afterwards, 
and left children; who are now 
christians; and having heard 
that there are christians here al- 
so, and this place being nearer 
than Pondicherry, I came hith- 
er.’ ‘* Who directed you to 
me ?” “ ] first went to the Ro- 
man catholic pastor, and I was 
shown the church ; in which, as 
soon as I entered, 1 saw a num- 
ber of images, and I was fright- 

ened, I thought, why, this is just 
like our pagodas: Tam not right. 
These images cannot help me.— 
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I then went away; not knowing 
what to do: but passing by the 
Dutch church, 1 asked what 
building is this? After learning 
what it was, I sat down at the 
outside, full of serious thought. 
A man passing by, I asked him 
to conduct me to the pastor ; and 
he was so kind as to bring me 
hither.” “ What is your name 2”? 
** Kistuaren.” ‘* How old are 
you?” “* Twenty-seven.” * To 
what cast-do you belong ?” “ I 
ama bramin of the Pandider cast.’? 
‘Do you consider, that -if you 
become a christian you will be 
despised, and perhaps persecuted 
by your friends!” ‘I do not 
mind that, if I may but be sav- 
ed.”” * Do you consider that 
you must renounce all cast ?’?— 
“ Tam willing to doso.” ‘ Do 
you ksow that you must first 
learn the principles of christiani- 
ty before you can become a chris- 
tian?” ‘That I undersand; 
and have no objection to it.”— 
‘© Have you any property to sup- 
port yourself??? “No: whatI 
had, 1 have left.’ 

“ Although I could not see 
into the heart of this man, I was 
much affected with his case: and 
thought, perhaps this is an an- 
swer to my poor prayers. Who 
knows but this’ man is chosen of 
God to become an instrument in 
his hand of converting many of 
his countrymen !” 

Mr. Vos took this stranger un- 
‘der his care; and committed 
his instruction to a Malabarian 
protestant preacher, who was sent 
to Negapatam by the Tranque- 
bar mission. 

On the whole, he seems much 
pleased with his situation, trust- 
ing that the frequent changes and 


5 
persecution he has experienced; 
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will eventually turn out for the 
furtherance of the gospel. He 
has been strongly recommended 
by the brethren at Tranquebar 
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to the government, whose sanc- 
tion he enjoys. 


Evans Intel. 
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[For the gratification of such 
of our readers as may not have 
access to other means of informe 
ation, We propose to give, from 
time totime, a list of all the new 
publications of importance issu- 
ing from the presses in this State ; 
and of such as we think will be 
most interesting, especially those 
relating to Theology, as are pub- 

ished abroad. ] 


NEW ORIGINAL WORKS. 


A vEeTrer toa Friend, who 
received his Theological Educa- 
tion under the Instruction of Dr. 
Emmons, concerning the doc- 
trine which teaches that impeni- 
tent sinners have Natural Power 
to make themselves New Hearts. 
By Nathaniel Niles, A. M. Wind- 
sor; A. Spooner. 
| A General History of the U- 
nited States of America, from 
the discovery in 1492 to the year 
1800; or Sketches of the di- 
vine agency in their settlement, 
growth, and protection ; and es- 
pecially in the late memorable 
revolution. Vol. first, exhibiting 
a general view of the principal 
events, from the discovery of 
North America, to the year 1760. 
By Benj. T'rumbull, D. D. Bos. 
ton: Farrand, Mallory, and Co, 


The Witness. A new Bap- 
tist Missionary work, published 
monthly. No. 1 and 2, for Jan- 
uary and February, 1809. Bos- 
ton: Manning & Loring. 

NEW EDITIONS. 

Works of the Rev. Jonathan 
Edwards, Minister of the gospel 
in Northampton, Mass. arid af- 
terwards President of the College 
in New-Jersey. In 8 vols. the 
four first. published. Worces- 
ter; Isaiah Thomas, jun. 

A Compendious History of N. 
England, designed for schools 
and private families. By Jede« 
diah Morse, D. D. sad” Elijah 
Parish D. D. Ornamented with 
a neat Map of New-England.— 
Second edition, with improve- 
ments. Newburyport: Thomas 
and Whipple. 

A Dissertation on the prophe- 
cies that have been fulfilled, are 
now fulfiling, or will hereafter 
be fulfiled, relating to the’great 
period of 1260 years ; the Papal 
and Mahcmedan apostacies ; the 
tyrannical reign of Antichrist, or 
the infidel power ; and the res- 
toration of the Jews: To which 
is added an Appendix. By the 
Rev. George Stanly Faber, B. D, 
Vicar of  Stockton- upon-'T'ees. 
First American from the second 
London edition. 2 vols. Bos- 










































































ton: Andrews and Cummings, 
Greenough and Stebbins, prin- 
ters. 

The History of the Church of 
Christ. Vol. the first. Contain- 
ing the three first centuries. By 
Joseph Milner, A. M. late Mas- 
ter of the Grammar School in 
Kingston upon Hull. | First A- 
merican edition. Boston: Far- 
rand, Mallory, and Co. 1809. 

* The Analogy of . Religson, 
a natural and revealed, tothe con- 
stitution and course of nature. 
To which are added. Two brief 
dissertations. 1. On ~Personal 
Identity; 2. On the nature of 
Virtue: ‘Together with a Charge, 
delivered to the clergy of the 
diocese of Durham, at the Pri- 
mary Visitation inthe year 1751. 
By Joseph Butler, L. L. D. late 
Lord Bishop of Durham.  Sec- 
ond American edition. ‘I’o which 
is préfixed, a life of the author, 
by Doct. Kippis ; with a preface, 
giving an account of his charact- 
‘ er and writings, by Samuel Hali- 
ei fax, D.D. late Lord Bishop of 
e Glocester. Boston: David West. 
1809. 

. Discourses on secret and fami- 
es ly worship, and the religious ob- 
| servation of the Lord’s day: 
a with two discourses on the Heav- 
enly State considered under the 
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idea of a Sabbath. By Job 
Orton. First American from 


the second London edition.— 
Bridgeport, (Con,) S. Backus 
and Co. 

' Letters to the Rev. Thomas 
Belsham, on some important sub- 
jects of Theological discussion, 
referred to in his Discourse, on 
the occasion ef the death of the 
Rev. Joseph Priestly, L. L. D. 
F.’R. S. &c. &c. By John Pye 
Smith, D.D. “Boston : Farrand, 
roy gt og! and Co. 1809. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


Orpainep over'the Congre- 
gational Church-and Society at 
Douglass, Mass. Oct, 19, 1808, 


Rev. Davip Houman, ‘4. “es 


Sermon by the Rev. Nathan 
Holman of Attleborough. , 
On the 7th of Dec. ‘a was 
ordained over the second church 
and society i Dorchester, Mass. 
the Rey. Joun CopMAn, A. M. 
son of the late Hon. John Cod- 
man, Esq. of Boston. ‘The ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. 
William E. Channing of 9g at 
On the 21st of Dec. last, the 
Rev. Wm. I. Vait was ordain- 
ed over the third church and sc- 
ciety in Guilford,Con, 
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Religious Subjects” 


another month. 

ae 
good wishes. We 
ly a verbal expression of them. 
. DONATIONS TO 
a From the 
‘rom ayoung man, - - = 









TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A respected correspondent will accept our thanks for “ Essays 0a 
—Pxracorpiter is received, but we had not room 
for his communicatién the present month—A commiunication age 
a poetical correspondent intended for the poetical department 0! 
this number, has been mislaid—We hope to find it however before 
We thank several of our clerical friends, for theit 

2 hope they will not long be content with merc: 


THE VERMONT RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY.- 


Church in Middlebury, $10,00. 


Of "Paenntc 
ad Pore | Tracts. 
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